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1. Starting situation in Germany - objectiv
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Multimorbidity
(Tetzlaff, 2017) 

Cost Presure
Shortage of professionals
(Statistik der Bundesagentur für 
Arbeit, 2018; Maihack, 2017)

Demand evidence based
practise

(SGB V, § 137f, Abs. 1 und 2; WR, 2012)

Demographic 
Change
(RKI, 2015)

Innovation, e.g.
digitization 
(Bertelsmann Stiftung, 
2018)

Problem

• Approx. 97% of the therapy professions 
(physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech 
therapy) are not academized in Germany

• (Physiotherapie ca. 2,75%, ZVK 2017; Ergotherapie 4%, DVE 2017) 
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1. Starting situation in Germany- subjectiv
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- Expertise

- Leadership and management skills

- Autonomy in diagnostics and therapy

- Evidence-based

- Reflectivity  (Babitsch, Shamsul, Gödecker, 2016)

- Eearning Opportunities

- Career perspective

- Appreciation

emigration of professionals 

(Ripberger, 2015; Schwarzmann et al., 2018)
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2. „Therapeutic Research as extra-occupational training for 
health professions (TherFor)“
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 Academisation of therapy professions (Hochschulrektorenkonferenz, 2017; 

Hochschulverband Gesundheitsfachberufe, 2017; Lehmann et al., 2014; Wissenschaftsrat, 2012)

Subsequent scientifically 
qualification for Practitioners

Certificate 30 ECTS 
Bachelor Level

Certificate 30 ECTS 
Master Level

Study
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• Positive effects on the use of evidence-based interventions after training on 

EBP (Wheeler et al., 2018)

• Training on evidence-based medicine (EbM) with implications for knowledge 

and skills (Hecht et al., 2016)

• Knowledge increase for critical assessment, epidemiology and biostatistics 

after educational intervention (Horsley et al., 2011)

2. Research Status
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 Empirically orientation based on the contents of the scientific training to the 

needs of the target group

3. Aim of the needs assessment
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 What learning needs do therapists of speech therapy, ergo 
therapy and physiotherapy have for scientifically based 
knowledge for their practical work depending on professional 
experience?
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4. Methodic

9

Antje Schubert |26.10.2018 | CNHW Bern

• Employer survey (Paulicke et al., 2017)

• Employee survey 

• International Comparison of comparable offers

 Questionnaire (closed and open part)

 IBM SPSS Statistics 24 

 Frequencies

 Work experience: <3 years, 3-4 years; 5-10 years; level 4: >10 years (Klemme, 

Siegmann, 2015)

 No measurement of the construct
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4. Methodic
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4. Methodic
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Tab. 1. Characteristics of the samples

Characteristics Numbers missing, n 

Women, n (%) 49 (70,0) 1

Age measured in years, M (SD) 37,8 (11,12) -

Work experience measured in years, M (SD)

< 3 years, n (%)

3-4 years, n (%)

5-10 years, n (%)

> 10 years, n (%)

11,83 (10,1)

9 (12,9)

8 (11,4)

20 (28,5)

33 (47,2)

1

Finished a study, n (%)

Speech therapy

Occupational Therapy

Physical therapy

18 (25,7)

3 

2 

13 

3

7 (16) Agreed
Facitities in Berlin 

(GER)

229 Sent 
Questionnairs

70  Finished Questionnairs 
(Returns 30,6%)
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5. Results – learning needs Assessments and Test Procedures
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Abb. 1. Lernbedarf Assessments und Testverfahren nach Berufserfahrung.
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5. Results - learning needs International Classification of 
Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF)
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Abb. 2. Lernbedarf ICF nach Berufserfahrung.
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5. Results - learning needs Research Methods
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Abb. 3. Lernbedarf Methoden der therapeutischen Forschung.
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5. Results - learning needs Evidence-based practice

15

Antje Schubert |26.10.2018 | CNHW Bern

25

62,5

12,512,5

87,5

0

10

45 45

24,2

63,6

12,1

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

I know enough about it (13) Need for more (42) High need for more (14)

P
ro

ze
n

t

EBP with work experiences

< 3 years

3-4 years

5-10 years

> 10 years
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5. Results - learning needs IPC
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5. Results – Which additional skills would you like to learn in a 
scientific education?
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• Learning needs of therapists for scientifically based knowledge for their practical 

work is consistently high

• Therapists with 3-4 and 5-10 years of work experience expressed the highest 

learning requirements most likely to consider leaving the profession

(Rippberger, 2015, Schwarzmann, 2018)

• Discrepancy among therapists with more than 10 years of work experience

• Orientation of academic qualification to occupational experiences and learning 

needs can facilitate entry and transition into the higher education system 

(WR, 2012)

• acquisition of science as a responsibility and participatory competence has a 

positive effect on existing work experience with a content-related relation to 

scientific further education (Hanft, 2015)

Discussion
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 positive effects on the use of evidence-based interventions after training 

on EBP (Wheeler et al., 2018)

 Appropriate content according to analyses of occupational therapists, 

physiotherapists, speech therapists

= Contribution to the qualification of non-scientifically qualified personnel 

(about 97%)

Conclusion BMBF-Project TherFor
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Mission for Germany: 

--> Creation of incentive systems and nationally binding regulations for 

qualification

-> Recognition of scientific (post) qualification by employers, employees 

and payers
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